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(54) Printing system and method thereof 



(57) With conventional printing services it is too 
complex to place an order for prints, which has been a 
burden on users. In a printing system and a method 
thereof, a server means connected to a network : for re- 
taining image data supplied through the above network, 
printing means connected to the network and installed 
in a plurality, for printing images based on the image da- 



ta appointed by means of external operations and re- 
trieved from the server means through the network, and 
image data transferring means connected to the net- 
work, for transferring the image data to the server 
means through the network are provided. Thereby, is 
now possible to have images printed based on image 
data retained in the server means with the use of a de- 
sired printing means of the plurality of printing means. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 

[0001] The present invention relates to a printing sys- 
tem and a method thereof, and is applicable to an order/ 
delivery system for digital printing for example. 

10 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

[0002] When ordering prints of ordinary films (chloro- 
bromide), conventionally photographed films are taken 
to a photo shop for developing and printing, and picked *5 
up on or after a date appointed. 

[0003] More recently, with the advent of digital still 
cameras capable of capturing pictures electronically, a 
new mode of printing service is available: recording me- 
dia such as memory cards or floppy disks with pictures 20 
recorded on them or digital still cameras themselves, 
are taken to a photo shop. 

[0004] In such a conventional way, however, a user 
needs to take the trouble of going to a photo shop twice: 
first to place an order for prints and second to pick them 25 
up, which is troublesome as well as time consuming. 
[0005] Even though home color printers are diffused 
more widely of late, it takes much time and trouble to 
print pictures in large quantities, which may give birth to 
a case where the costs of a printer and printing materials 30 
may be a great burden on a user. 
[0006] Furthermore, in making an image processing 
such as composing a captured image with other ones 
or processing hues, a user is required to purchase ap- 
plication software on the market with which to make nec- 35 
essary image processing at home and to take a record- 
ing medium with image data processed as such to a 
photo shop to give an order for printing. In this case it is 
a prerequisite that the user owns a personal computer, 
and there might be a case where the costs of application 40 
software, etc. turn out to be a great burden on him/her. 
[0007] Furthermore, to get printed pictures delivered 
to a person in a remote place, it is inevitable for a user, 
as mentioned above, to visit the shop again to pick up 
the printed pictures and pay for them. Then the user has 4 $ 
to mail or ship a package of pictures or recorded medium 
by other means to a person in a remote place. Naturally 
the postage or cost of transportation and an extra time 
are required until it is delivered to the right person. 

so 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] In view of the foregoing, an object of the 
present invention is to provide a printing system and a 
method thereof with a significantly enhanced conven- 55 
ience and simultaneity in ordering and collecting prints. 
[0009] The foregoing object and other objects of the 
present invention have been achieved by the provision 



of server means to retain image data fed through a net- 
work to which it is connected, a plurality of printing 
means installed and connected to the network which re- 
trieve image data appointed from the server means by 
means of exterior operations through the network and 
which print images based on the image data retrieved, 
and image data transferring means to transfer image da- 
ta through the network to the server means connected 
to the network. Accordingly users can have images 
printed based on the image data retained in the server 
means with the use of any of printing means they may 
desire. 

[0010] As a result, this printing system enables de- 
sired images to be printed easily, so that users do not 
need to visit print shops for ordering, thereby reducing 
users' burden. 

[0011] With the present invention a plurality of printing 
means, server means to retain image data supplied, and 
image data transferring means to transfer image data 
are connected one another through the network, so that 
image data is transferred to and retained in the server 
means via the network and that appointed portion of the 
image data is retrieved from the server means, thereby 
enabling images to be printed based on the image data 
retrieved. 

[0012] Because of this printing method, desired imag- 
es can be printed easily, obviating the need for users to 
visit print shops for ordering prints, thereby reducing us- 
es' burden. 

[0013] The nature, principle and utility of the present 
invention will become more apparent from the following 
detailed description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings in which like parts are desig- 
nated by like reference numerals or characters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] In the accompanying drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of the structure of a printing 
system of this embodiment; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the structure of a print 
service supply device; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of the structure of a per- 
sonal computer in the print service supply device; 
Fig. 4 is a block diagram of the structure of a print 
ordering device; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of the structure of a per- 
sonal computer in the print ordering device; 
Fig. 6 is a block diagram of the structure of a host 
print service device; 

Fig. 7 is a block diagram of the structure of the per- 
sonal computer of the host print service device; 
Fig. 8 is a block diagram of the structure of a server 
device; 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram of the structure of the per- 
sonal computer of the server device; 
Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram of the initial frame 
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of a monitor; 

Fig. 11 is a flowchart for explaining print order/de- 
livery procedure; 

Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram of an operation se- 
lection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 13 is a schematic diagram of a template setup 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 14 is a schematic diagram of an image input 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 15 is a schematic diagram of the image input 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 16 is a schematic diagram of a message dis- 
played on the monitor while reading; 
Fig. 17 is a schematic diagram of a reception 
number input frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 1 8 is a schematic diagram of a memory number 
input frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 19 is a schematic diagram of a print image se- 
lection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 20 is a schematic diagram of a print setup frame 
displayed on the monitor; 

Fig. 21 is a schematic diagram of the print setup 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 22 is a schematic diagram of a charge invoicing 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 23 is a schematic diagram of a print compete 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 24 is a schematic diagram of the save setup 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 25 is a schematic diagram of a transmitting im- 
age selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 26 is a schematic diagram of a receiving end 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 27 is a schematic diagram of the receiving end 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 28 is a schematic diagram of the receiving end 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 29 is a schematic diagram of the receiving end 
selection frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 30 is a schematic diagram of a print reservation 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 31 is a schematic diagram of the print reserva- 
tion frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 32 is a schematic diagram of a user data input 
frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 33 is a schematic diagram of a print reservation 
change frame displayed on the monitor; 
Fig. 34 is a flowchart for explaining template image 
transfer procedure; 

Fig. 35 is a flowchart for explaining image data 
transfer procedure; 

Fig. 36 is a flowchart for explaining provisional order 
procedure; 

Fig. 37 is a flowchart for explaining print order pro- 
cedure; 

Fig. 38 is a flowchart for explaining provisional order 
procedure; and 

Fig. 39 is a flowchart for explaining image print pro- 



cedure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENT 

5 [0015] Preferred embodiments of the present inven- 
tion will be described with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawings: 
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(1 ) Structure of Printing System of This Embodiment 



[0016] In Fig.1 , a reference numeral 1 is a printing 
system in whole in one mode of carrying out the present 
invention, comprising a plurality of print service supply 
device PM 1 , PM 2 -PM n for printing images captured 

is electronically on different media (not shown) by, for ex- 
ample, a digital still camera (not shown), a plurality of 
print ordering device PN V PN 2 - PN n , host print service 
device PO v P0 2 - PO n for printing the images, and a 
server device 2 for managing the image data D2 of im- 

20 ages and the ordering data DB, all of which are connect- 
ed one another through a network 3 such as a telephone 
network. 

[0017] This printing system is produced of the server 

device 2 connected, through a network such as the In- 
25 ternet, to a plurality of clients' computers PC, , PC 2 - PC n 

of ordinary personal computers owned by users who 

have digital still cameras for example. 

[0018] These print service supply device PM 1 - PM n 

and print ordering device PN n - PN n are installed at such 
30 places convenient to users as convenient stores and 

wickets of stations, etc. A host print service device P0 1 

- PO n is installed at convenience stores, photo shops, 
and small photo shops, etc. called "mini laboratories" in 
supermarkets. 

35 [0019] Equipped with a high-speed printer 30 (de- 
scribed later) capable of printing images at a high speed, 
a host printing service device PO-j - PO n can deal with 
a large volume of printing compared to the first and sec- 
ond printers 14, 15 (Fig. 2) of the print service supply 

40 device PM 1 - PM n . So a host printing service device P0 1 

- PO n incorporating the high-performance, high-speed 
printer 30 is supposed to be operated not by users them- 
selves but by shop attendants. 

[0020] in this case each of the print service supply de- 
45 vice PM r PM n captures image data D2, D3 (referred to 
as brought- in image data hereinafter) retained in record- 
ing media or digital still cameras users have brought in. 
[0021] Each of the print service supply device PM 1 - 
PM n prints on a printing medium (postcard, seal, etc.) 
50 images (referred to as selected images hereinafter) us- 
ers desire of the images based on the brought-in image 
data D2, D3 with the use of a print service supply device 
PM n - PM n or host printing service device PO., - PO n 
users prefer, and creates ordering data D8 to record on 
55 a given recording medium (memory stick, compact 
flash, smart media, floppy disc, compact disc, or PC 
card, etc.), which is, along with the corresponding 
brought-in data D2, D3, transmitted to and retained in 
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the server device 2 for a given period of time. 
[0022] Each of the print service suppry device PM 1 - 
PM n prints on the printing medium 'selected images' 
based on the brought-in data D2, D3 or the image data 
4 (referred to as server image data hereinafter) retained 
in and supplied from the server device 2, or records the 
brought-in image data D2, D3 or server image data D4 
on a given recording medium. 

[0023] Meanwhile a print ordering device PN 1 - PN n 
captures brought-in image data D2, D3, selected imag- 
es of which are printed on the printing medium by either 
a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or host print 
service device PO A - PO n according to a user's prefer- 
ence, or creates ordering data D8 to record on various 
recording media, which is, together with the brought-in 
data D2, D3 corresponding to this ordering data D8, 
transmitted to and retained in the server device 2 for a 
given period of time. 

[0024] A host print service device PO-, - PO n prints on 
the printing medium at a high-speed the selected imag- 
es based on the server image data D4 in accordance 
with the ordering data D8 supplied from a print service 
supply PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device PN n - PN n 
through the server device 2. 

[0025] A host print service device PO-, - PO n captures 
the brought-in image data D2, D3, selected images of 
which are printed on the printing medium with the use 
of either a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or an- 
other host print service device PO n - PO n desired by a 
user, or creates the ordering data D8 to record on a giv- 
en recording medium, which is, along with the corre- 
sponding brought-in data D2, D3, transmitted to and re- 
tained in the server device 2 for a given period of time. 
[0026] Furthermore, a host print service device P0 1 - 
PO n prints selected images based on the brought-in im- 
age data D2, D3 on the printing medium on the spot, or 
records the brought-in image data D2, D3 on a given 
recording medium. 

[0027] The server device 2 retains for a given period 
of time the brought-in data D2, D3 supplied from either 
a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or another host 
print service device P0 1 - PO n as well as the corre- 
sponding order data D8. 

[0028] Based on this ordering data D8 the server de- 
vice 2 transfers the corresponding image data D2 D3 as 
server image data D4 to a host print service device P0 1 
- PO n appointed by a user, and at the same time in- 
structs the host print service device P0 1 - PO n to output 
the server image data D4 (i.e., make a print or record 
on the recording medium). 

[0029] The server device 2 also creates a clientele list 
on a basis of the ordering data D8, based on which user 
management is carried out. 

[0030] In this manner, with the printing system 1 it is 
possible to have pictures taken by users at a sports 
meeting for children for example printed on the spot at 
a nearby site where a print service supply device PM 1 - 
PM n is installed. Or, in the case of a large number of 



images it is also possible for users to place an order for 
pictures at a place nearby where a print service suppry 
device PM, - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n is 
installed, and to visit the shop to collect the printed pic- 

5 tures on an appointed date where the appointed host 
print service device PO n - PO n is installed. 
[0031] Furthermore, in such a case where a user 
wants to send such pictures to a relative living far away, 
the user can have them retained in the server device 2 

10 by means of a nearby print service supply device PM 1 - 
PM n or print ordering device PN n - PN n . Then the relative 
makes an access to a nearby print service supply device 
PM 1 - PM n or host print service device PO., - PO n within 
a predetermined period of time to retrieve the image da- 

15 ta retained in the server device 2, based on which de- 
sired images can be printed or recorded on various re- 
cording media on the spot. 

[0032] In addition to those features, with the printing 
system 1 , in such environments where a user uses a 

20 computer, usually a client computer PC«, - PC n , is an 
ordinary personal computer, or where individual homes 
or offices are equipped with personal computers, users 
can utilize their personal computers as a client computer 
PC 1 - PC n , in which a given program (referred to as 'print 

25 ordering program' hereinafter) is installed, by means of 
which an order is placed for printing with a host print 
service device PO--PO n in the intranet (network 3) of a 
business offering such services. 

[0033] The print ordering program can be download- 
30 ed, along with an individual ID numbers assigned to a 
user, by making access to the server device 2 or receiv- 
ing end of a print order. A client computer PC A - PC n , 
connected to the server device 2 through the Internet 
(network 4), can download image data retained in the 
35 server device 2 according to the print ordering program. 
In this way users can make prints using their own print- 
ers, or if necessary, they may order printing from a near- 
by host print service device PCX, - PO n . 

40 (2) Explanation of Device to be Connected to Printing 
System 

(2-1) Configuration of Print Service Supply Device 

45 [0034] As shown in Fig. 2, a print service supply de- 
vice PM 1 - PM n comprises a personal computer 1 0, dis- 
play unit 1 1 consisting of a monitor 1 1 A with a touch pan- 
el 1 1 AT, printerfor issuing receipts (referred to as receipt 
printer hereinafter), first and second printers 1 4, 1 5 : me- 

so dia unit 1 2 composed of drivers (not shown) for said dif- 
ferent recording media, charging unit 1 6 consisting of a 
charge control unit 16C, bill discriminator 1 6A and coin 
discriminator 16B, power supply 17, image data input 
unit 1 9 composed of a video capturing board 1 9A, scan- 

55 ner 1 9B ( and digital interface circuit 1 9C, and operation 
unit 18 produced of a mouth or keyboard for mainte- 
nance service. 

[0035] Also, as shown in Fig. 3, the personal compu- 
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ter 10 comprises a central processing unit (CPU) 22, a 
random access memory (RAM) 23, a read-only memory 
(ROM) 24, a terminal adapter 25, a hard disk drive 26, 
and an interface circuit 20, all of which are connected 
one another by means of a bus 21 . 
[0036] Based on a given operational program re- 
tained in the ROM 24, the CPU 22 captures, through the 
interface circuit 20 and bus 21 in order, various com- 
mands S1 fed through the touch panel 11 AT a charge 
recognition signal S2 fed from the charge unit 16 gen- 
erated when money is put into the money payment slot 
(not shown) and image data D2, D3 of various recording 
media or a digital still camera captured by means of the 
media unit 12 or image data input unit 19 : and mainte- 
nance operation data given through the operation unit 
1 8. Or, the CPU 22 captures server image data D4 trans- 
mitted from the server device 2 through the terminal 
adapter 25 and bus 21 in order 

[0037] In practice, the CPU 22 retrieves the working 
program retained in the ROM 24 and puts it into the RAM 
23 when brought-in data D2 is read out from the record- 
ing medium by the driver corresponding to a recording 
medium in use of the media unit 12, or when brought-in 
image data D3 is entered directly by means of a digital 
still camera via video capturing board 19A of the image 
data input unit 1 9, scanner 1 9B, and digital interface cir- 
cuit 19C, or when server image data D4 is received from 
the server device 2 through the terminal adapter unit 25 
with command S1 entered by a user through the touch 
panel 11 AT at the same time. 

[0038] The CPU 22 then starts executing processing 
according to the working program and retrieves opera- 
tional image data D1 indicating the contents and proce- 
dure of the recording or transmission from the ROM 24, 
which is supplied to the monitor 11 A through the bus 21 
and interface circuit 20 in order. 
[0039] At this stage the CPU 22 makes a backup by 
once recording on the hard disk drive 26 the brought-in 
image data D2 captured from the recording medium in- 
serted into the media unit 1 2, brought-in data D3 entered 
through the video capturing board 19A, scanner 19B, 
and digital interface circuit 19C, or server image data 
D4 transmitted from the server device 2. The recording 
medium inserted into the media unit 12 is taken out by 
the user after the backup is made. 
[0040] The CPU 22 starts controlling the charging unit 
1 6 when a user puts bills or coins into the charge pay- 
ment slot (not shown). That is, the charging unit 1 6 com- 
prises a bill discriminator 16A for recognizing the kinds 
of bills and counting the number by the kind and a coin 
discriminator 16Bfor recognizing the kinds of coins and 
counting the number by the kind. The charge controlling 
unit 1 6C judges, under the control of the CPU 22, wheth- 
er or not the total amount put in through the bill discrim- 
inator 1 6A and coil discriminator 1 6B is larger than that 
preset for the contents of process on the touch panel 
11 AT by the user. 

[0041] The charge control unit 16C sends a charge 



confirmation signal S2 to the CPU 22 only when the total 
amount put in is largerthan that preset on thetouch pan- 
el 11 AT and if the amount paid is largerthan that preset, 
the difference is discharged at the money discharge out- 
5 let (not shown) through the bill discriminator 1 6A and/or 
coin discriminator 16B. 

[0042] When the charge confirmation signal S2 is giv- 
en, the CPU 22 starts a processing operation according 
to the contents selected by a user. If the user chooses 

10 a printing process, the CPU 22 starts a printing opera- 
tion, controlling either the first printer 1 4 or second print- 
er 15 on which a printing medium (postcard, seal) is 
mounted, which coincides with the printing contents ap- 
pointed by the user If the user chooses an image re- 

*5 cording process, the CPU 22 starts recording image da- 
ta by controlling the driver in the media unit 12 of a re- 
cording medium corresponding to the recording con- 
tents appointed by the user. 

[0043] In such a case that a user wants to have a large 

20 number of image prints or to have the prints delivered 
to a receiver end far away, the CPU 22, when a transmit 
process is selected in accordance with the user's oper- 
ation, transfers the image data of images appointed by 
the user as well as the ordering data D8 corresponding 

25 to the image data to the server device 2 via the terminal 
adapter 25 or interface circuit with the network 3. 
[0044] The ordering data D8 includes: the output end 
direction data composed of the place of installation and 
device discriminating ID for appointing a host print serv- 

30 ice device PO n - PO n at the output end where the image 
data transmitted is output; print content data for appoint- 
ing print contents at the output end (print format infor- 
mation, etc. determining the size of prints, number of 
prints and index print, multiple prints, seal print, or black 

35 and while prints, etc.); printout time and date indication 
data for appointing the time and date of printing; pay- 
ment direction data for indicating the method of payment 
method (cash, credit card, or transfer through a bank, 
etc.) for settling the amount charged in accordance with 

40 the printed contents; user discriminating data for dis- 
criminating a user including the user's name, address 
and telephone number, and other necessary information 
such as the account number at a bank or post office (re- 
ferred to as user information hereinafter), and user's in- 

45 dividual discrimination code assigned to the user (re- 
ferred to as ID NO. hereinafter). 

[0045] The CPU 22 controls a receipt printer 13 on a 
basis of a charge confirmation signal 2 to issue and dis- 
charge a receipt (not shown) out of the receipt discharge 

50 outlet (not shown): a receipt (not shown) showing print- 
ed contents (image data ID, number of prints, etc.) and 
charge in accordance with the print process in the case 
that printing processes are executed according to the 
processing contents selected by the user; a receipt (not 

55 shown) showing recording contents (image data ID, 
etc.) and charge in accordance with the recording proc- 
esses in the case that recording processes are carried 
out; a receipt showing transmission contents (image 
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Nos., receiving end 

No. and reception No. etc.) in the case that transmission 
processes are conducted. 

[0046] Composed of a small computer system inter- 
face (SCSI), an Institute Electrical and Electronics En- 5 
gineer (IEEE) 1284, an IEEE1394, or a so-called RS- 
232C or a serial interface circuit on the premise of com- 
munications using telephone lines, the digital interlace 
circuit 19C of the image data input unit 19 can capture 
image data directly from a digital still camera, etc. via 
said digital interface circuit 19C. 
[0047] With the first and second printers 1 4 : 1 5, a plu- 
rality of printing formats can be selected from among, 
for example, size of prints and index prints, multiple 
prints, seal prints, B/W prints, postcard prints, or prints 
in a special size, etc. 

[0048] The first and second printers 14,15 have post- 
cards or seals, etc. installed inside in place, so that the 
first and second printers 14, 15 are capable of printing 
on the postcard or seal the images based on the printing 
data D5 corresponding to the print contents appointed 
by the user, which (postcard or deal) is discharged from 
the card discharge outlet (not shown). 
[0049] Inserted by users into the media unit 12 are 
suitable recording media (memory stick, compact flash, 
smart media, floppy disc, compact disc, or PC card, etc.) 
so that each driver records recording image data D6 on 
a suitable recording medium according to the recording 
contents appointed by the user, which (recorded medi- 
um) is discharged from the media unit 12. 
[0050] The image data of images selected by the user 
from among the images based on the brought-in data 
D2 and D3 backed up in the hard disk drive 26 are trans- 
ferred to the server 2 through the terminal adapter unit 
25. 

[0051] In this mode of carrying out the present inven- 
tion a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n is allowed 
to make access to the server device 2 to capture a plu- 
rality of composite image (template images) data D7 
composed of calendar frames, etc. for which images se- 
lected by the user are used to make calendars by way 
of example, or to capture such template images using 
the scanner 19B of the image data input unit 19. Such 
image data and template images are once recorded on 
the hard disk drive 26, which the CPU 22 retrieves re- 
sponding to the operation by the user, consequently 
making it possible to execute composite processes with 
the use of such various kinds of template image data D7. 
[0052] As described, with a print service supply de- 
vice PM 1 - PM n it is possible to make prints on the spot 
responding to operation by users on a basis of brought- 
in image data D2 captured from the recording media, 
brought-in image data D3 entered by a digital still cam- 
era, or server image data D4 transmitted (or download- 
ed) from the server device 2, or to record the brought- 
in data D2, D3, or server image data D4 on the recording 
media, or to transmit the brought-in data D2, D3 to the 
server device 2. 



(2-2) Configuration of Print Ordering Device 

[0053] As can be known from Fig. 4. the same refer- 
ence numerals are assigned to the corresponding parts 
as used in Fig. 2. A print ordering device PN 1 - PN n is 
constructed almost in the same way as a print service 
supply device PM 1 - PM n (Fig. 2), except for the elimi- 
nation of the first and second printers 14, 15. 
[0054] As is apparent from Fig. 5, the same reference 
numerals are assigned to the corresponding parts as 
used in Fig. 3. In this case a persona! computer 10 is 
configured almost in the same way as the personal com- 
puter 10 in Fig. 3, except that the CPU 22 retrieves im- 
age data D1 0 containing the contents and procedure on- 
ly for transmission according to a command S10, in 
stead of image data D1 containing the contents and pro- 
cedures of printing, recording, and transmission accord- 
ing to the command S1 given by a user through the in- 
terface circuit 20 and bus 21 in order. 
[0055] In practice, the CPU 22 retrieves the working 
program retained in the ROM 24 and puts it into the RAM 
23 when a recording medium is inserted into the media 
unit 12 and brought-in data D2 is read out by the corre- 
sponding driver, or when brought-in image data D3 is 
entered directly by means of a digital still camera via 
video capturing board 1 9A of the image data input unit 
19, scanner 19B, and digital interface circuit 19C, or 
when server image data D4 is received from the server 
device 2 through the terminal adapter unit 25 with a com- 
mand S10 entered by a user through the touch panel 
11 AT at the same time. 

[0056] The CPU 22 then starts executing processing 
according to the working program and retrieves opera- 
tional image data D10 containing the contents and pro- 
cedure of transmission from the ROM 24, conforming to 
the command S10, which is supplied to the monitor 11 A 
through the bus 21 and interface circuit 20 in order. 
[0057] At this stage the CPU 22 makes a backup by 
once recording on the hard disk drive 26 the brought-in 
image data D2 captured from the recording medium in- 
serted into the media unit 12, brought-in data D3 entered 
by a digital still camera through the video capturing 
board 1 9A, scanner 1 9B, and digital interface circuit 1 9C 
of the image data input unit 1 9, or image data D4 trans- 
mitted from the server device 2. The recording medium 
inserted into the media unit 12 is taken out by the user 
after the backup is made. 

[0058] The image data of selected images based on 
the brought-in image data D2, D3 backed up in the hard 
disk drive 26 is transferred, along with the ordering data 
D8 corresponding to the image data, to the server de- 
vice 2 through the terminal adapter 25. 
[0059] In this mode of carrying out the present inven- 
tion a print ordering device PN 1 - PN n is allowed to make 
access to the server device 2 to capture various kinds 
of template image data 7, or to capture such template 
images using the scanner 1 9B of the image data input 
unit 1 9. Such image data and template images are once 
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recorded on the hard disk drive 26, which the CPU 22 
retrieves responding to the operation by the user, con- 
sequently making it possible to execute composite proc- 
esses with the use of such various kinds of template im- 
age data D7. 

[0060] As described, with a print ordering device PN, 
- PN n the first and second printers 14, 15, which are in- 
corporated into a print service supply device PM., - PM n , 
are eliminated. Therefore, a print ordering device PN 1 - 
PN n carries out only transmitting processes (This 
means, a print ordering device PN 1 - PN n is devoted to 
transmitting image data.) : It transmits brought-in image 
data D2 captured from the recording medium as oper- 
ated by users and brought-in image data D3 entered by 
a digital still camera. Accordingly the size of the device 
in whole is made compact, requiring a smaller area for 
installation. Also, in the case that users' needs involve 
only transmitting processes, they do not need to follow 
a plurality of processing and selecting operations for 
printing or recording processes as required of a print 
service supply device PM n - PM n . As a result, the trans- 
mitting processes can be done much faster. 

(2-3) Configuration of Host Print Service Device 

[0061] A host print service device P0 1 - PO n is con- 
structed almost in the same way as a print service sup- 
ply device PM 1 - PM n , except that a high-speed printer 
30 is provided in stead of the first and second printers 
14, 15 as shown in Fig. 6 where the same reference nu- 
merals are assigned to the parts corresponding to those 
in Fig. 2. 

[0062] Also, the personal computer 1 0 is configured 
in the same way as the personal computer 1 0 as shown 
in Fig. 7 where the same reference numerals are as- 
signed to the parts corresponding to those in Fig. 3, ex- 
cept that server image data D4 and the corresponding 
ordering data D8 are supplied from the server device 2 
through the terminal adapter 25 and bus 21 in order. 
[0063] In the case of the high-speed printer 30, a plu- 
rality of printing formats can be selected from among, 
for example, size of prints and index prints, multiple 
prints, seal prints, B/W prints, postcard prints, or prints 
with special size, etc. 

[0064] The high-speed printer 30 has postcards or 
seals, etc. installed inside in place, so that the high- 
speed printer 30 is capable of printing on the postcard 
or seal at a high speed the images based on the printing 
data D5 corresponding to the print contents appointed 
by the user according to the server image data D4 and 
ordering data D8 supplied from the server device 2. 
Printed postcards or seals are discharged from the card 
discharge outlet (not shown). 

[0065] As described, with a host print service device 
P0 1 - PO n it is possible to print images at a high speed 
on the spot based on the server image data D4 trans- 
mitted from the server device 2 as operated by users, 
brought-in image data D2 captured from a recording me- 



dium, or brought-in data D3 entered with use of a digital 
still camera. 

[0066] Accordingly users can make prints in a large 
quantity at a high speed by preferably using a host print 
5 service device PO<, -PO n in the case that a large volume 
of prints are required. 

(2-4) Configuration of Server Device 

[0067] As shown in Fig. 8, the server device 2 com- 
prises a personal computer 40, display un it 41 produced 
of a monitor 41 A, power supply 42, large-capacity mem- 
ory 43, and operation unit 44 consisting of a mouth and 
keyboard, etc. 

[0068] As shown in Fig. 9, the personal computer 10 
comprises a CPU 45, RAM 46, ROM 47, terminal adapt- 
er unit 48, hard disk drive 49 and interface circuit 50, all 
connected one another by means of the bus 51 . 
[0069] In this case the CPU 45 has brought-in data 
D2 or D3 transmitted from a print service supply device 
PM 1 - PM n and print ordering device PN-, - PN n , and the 
corresponding ordering data D8 stored in the large-ca- 
pacity memory 43 through the terminal adapter 48, bus 
51 , and interface circuit 50 in order, which are retained 
there for a given period of time appointed by users or 
for a predetermined period of time. 
[0070] At this time the CPU 45 turns on the working 
program retained in the ROM 45 if ordering data D8 is 
supplied, and starts operational processes to confirm a 
user and the method of payment for the charge based 
on the ordering data D8. 

[0071 ] At the same time the CPU 45 makes access to 
a host print service device P0 1 - PO n appointed by a 
user based on the ordering data D8 and confirms an or- 
der on a basis of the ordering data D8 with a host print 
service device P0 1 - PO n . If there is no inconvenience 
(e.g., this host print service device PO^ - PO n is glutted 
with other orders), this order is made firm with the host 
print service device P0 1 - PO n . 

[0072] Then the CPU 45 transmits image data corre- 
sponding to the ordering data D8 to the host print service 
device P0 1 - PO n as server data D4, and directs the 
printing, etc. of the images based on the server data D4 
in accordance with the ordering data D8. 
[0073] The CPU 45 also creates a clientele list based 
on such ordering data D8, which is stored on the hard 
disk drive 49 as customer data. When the same custom- 
er uses the service in future, the CPU 45 makes ar- 
rangements so that the customer can execute the 
processing contents the customer used previously with 
priority referring to the ID No. and password, etc. 
[0074] Furthermore, the CPU 45 is capable of printing 
out the customer data, as required, connected to a print- 
er (not shown) through the interface circuit 50. 
[0075] Furthermore, the CPU 45 retrieves server im- 
age data D4 from the large-capacity memory 43 when 
a call demand S40 is given of the server image data D4 
from a print service supply device PM r PM n or print or- 
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dering device PN A - PN n through the terminal adapter 
48 and bus 51 in order. The retrieved server image data 
D4 is transferred to the corresponding print service sup- 
ply device Prv^-PM,, or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n 
via the interface circuit 50, bus 51 , and terminal adapter 
unit 48 in order. 

[0076] In addition to the foregoing functions, if a re- 
trieve demand S41 is issued of the template image data 
D7 by the corresponding print service supply device 
PM-, - PM n , print ordering device PN r PN n , or host print 
service device P0 1 - PO n through the terminal adapter 
unit 48 and bus 51 in order, the CPU 45 retrieves the 
template image data 07 from the ROM 47, which is 
transferred to the corresponding print service supply de- 
vice PM 1 - PM n , print ordering device PN-, - PN n , or host 
print service device PCX, - PO n through the bus 51 and 
terminal adapter unit 48 in order. 
[0077] In this manner the server device 2 manages 
the image data supplied from a print service supply de- 
vice PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n on a 
basis of the corresponding ordering data, so that the 
server device 2 is capable of transferring the image data 
as server image data D4 to a host print service device 
PO n - PO n appointed by the user, which is printed or 
recorded on the recording medium. Or, if required, the 
server image data D4 can be transferred to a print serv- 
ice supply device PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device 
PN 1 - PN n . 

[0078] Also, the server device 2 creates a clientele list 
based on the ordering data D8 to be supplied, on a basis 
of which users are so managed that a particular user 
can execute the services with priority he/she used pre- 
viously when the same customer uses this printing sys- 
tem 1 in future. 

(3) Print Order/delivery Procedure in Printing System 

[0079] In practice, with the printing system 1 like this, 
the initial frame PFO as shown in Fig. 1 0 appears on the 
monitor 11 A of the display unit of a print service supply 
device PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n . 
The touching of the touch panel 11 AT of the monitor 1 1 A 
by users lets the CPU 22 of the print service supply de- 
vice PM, - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n start 
the ordering/delivery process procedure RT1 shown in 
Fig. 11 at the step SPO, and prompts the monitor 11 A 
to display an operation selection frame PF1 consisting 
of icons IC1 to IC4 of a service menu as shown in Fig. 
12 showing "Print on postcard", "Print on seal", "Save 
on medium", and 'Transmit image data", etc. 
[0080] With a printingfunction eliminated, the print or- 
dering device PNj - PN n displays a frame almost similar 
to the operation selection frame PF1 in Fig. 12, com- 
posed of the icons IC3, IC4 of a service menu showing 
"Save on recording medium" and "Transmit image da- 
ta" , etc. 

[0081] If one of the icons IC1 to IC4 on the operation 
selection frame PF1 is selected at the step SP1 by the 



user, the CPU 22 then lets the monitor 1 1 A display icons 
IC5, IC6 as a template setup frame PF2 asking the user 
whether or not an image is to be composed in the se- 
lected service, as shown in Fig. 13. 

5 [0082] If the icon IC5 is selected on the template setup 
frame PF2, the CPU 22 proceeds to the next step SP2, 
and in the case of downloading template images from 
the server device 2, it further proceeds to the step SP3 
to make access to the server device 2, and demands 

10 template image data D7 to be downloaded. 

[0083] And, in the case of capturing the template im- 
ages at the step SP2 using a scanner 1 9B, the CPU 22 
captures the template images with use of the scanner 
19B. 

is [0084] The CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display the 
template selection frame (not shown) composed of the 
icons showing a plurality of template images thus ob- 
tained, and if one of the icons of a plurality of the tem- 
plate images is selected by the user, the relevant infor- 

20 mation is retained in the RAM 23, which is used at a later 
step to compose images with the template images . Then 
the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP4. 
[0085] If the icon IC6 is selected from the template 
setup frame PF2 at the step SP1 , the CPU 22 proceeds 

25 to the step SP4. 

[0086] At this step SP4 the CPU 22 lets the monitor 
11 A display the image input selection frame PF3 as 
shown in Fig. 14, listing image data input methods: IC7 
- IC1 2 corresponding to the types of recording media as 

30 input methods of image data; IC13 for "Download" for 
downloading the image data from the server device, 
and; IC1 4 for "Direct input" for entering image data di- 
rectly from a digital still camera or scanner 19B. 
[0087] In this way, if a user selects an icon (e.g., IC12 

35 for PC card) for a recording medium from the image in- 
put selection frame PF3 displayed on the monitor 11 A, 
the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP5 to let the monitor 
1 1 A show the message PF4 to the effect "Insert record- 
ing medium (PC card)" corresponding to the icon IC1 2. 

40 [0088] When a medium selected by the user is insert- 
ed into the media unit 12, the CPU 22 proceeds to the 
step SP6 to retrieve the image data retained in the PC 
card by controlling the corresponding driver in the media 
unit 12, and makes a backup by once recording all the 

45 image data D2 on the hard disk drive 26. While this op- 
eration, the CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display the 
message PF5 to the effect "Reading" as shown in Fig. 
16. 

[0089] If, however, the icon IC1 3 for 'Download' is se- 
50 lected by the user at this step SP4 from the image input 
selection frame PF3 shown on the monitor 1 1 A, the C PU 
22 proceeds to the step SP7 to let the monitor 11 A dis- 
play the reception No. input frame PF6 as shown in Fig. 
17, corresponding to the icon 13. 
55 [0090] The reception number input frame RF6 in- 
cludes a number input unit NB1 consisting of the digits 
"0" to "9" and a number display unit SN1 for displaying 
a reception number composed of e.g. 18 digits entered 
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through the number input unit NB1. When a given 
number is entered by the user through the number input 
unit NB1 , the CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display a 
memory number input frame PF7 as shown in Fig.18. 
[0091] The memory number input frame PF7 includes 
a number input unit NB2 consisting of the digit buttons 
"0" to "9" and a number display unit SN2 for displaying 
a memory number composed of e.g. 4 digits entered 
through the number input unit NB2 as a password for 
security purposes. When a desired number is entered 
by the userthrough the number input unit NB2, the CPU 
22 proceeds to the next step SP8. 
[0092] The CPU 22 makes access to the server de- 
vice 2 at this step SP8 and demands the downloading 
of image data on a basis of the reception number and 
memory number entered at the previous step. 
[0093] When the demanded image data is transferred 
from the server device 2 as server image data D4, the 
CPU proceeds to the step SP6 to retrieve the server im- 
age data D4, and makes a backup once recording all 
the data D4 on the hard disk drive 26. While this oper- 
ation, the CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display a mes- 
sage to the effect "Reading data", almost the same one 
as in Fig. 16. 

[0094] If a user selects the icon IC1 4 for "Direct input' 
from the image input selection frame PF3 displayed on 
the monitor 11 A at the step SP4, the CPU 22 proceeds 
to the step SP6 to let the monitor 1 1 A display a message 
to the effect "Enter images" (not shown) corresponding 
to the icon IC14. 

[0095] If a digital video camera (not shown) is con- 
nected to the video capturing board 19A, or if the pic- 
tures of images to enter are installed on the scanner 
1 9B, or if a digital still camera is connected to the digital 
interface circuit 19C, the CPU 22 reads in image data 
D3 entered through the video capturing board 19A, 
scanner 1 9B, or digital interface circuit 19C, all of which 
image data D3 is once recorded on the hard disk drive 
26 to make the backup. While this operation, the CPU 
22 lets the monitor 11 A display a message to the effect 
"reading data", almost the same one as in Fig. 16. 
[0096] When the reading of the image data via the re- 
cording medium, server device 2, or image data input 
unit 19 is completed at this step SP6, the CPU 22*pro- 
ceeds to the step SP9 to let the monitor 11 A display a 
message to the effected "Backup on hard disk com- 
plete", and a message "Take out recording medium" in 
the case that a recording medium is installed, "Take out 
pictures" in the case that pictures are installed on the 
scanner 1 8B, or "Remove digital video camera or digital 
still camera" if they are connected (Not shown). 
[0097] If the icon IC1 for "Print on postcard" or IC2 for 
"Print on seal" is selected at the step SP1 as mentioned 
in the foregoing case of the print service supply device 
PM 1 - PM n , the CPU 22 then proceeds to the step SP1 0 
to let the monitor 11 A display the print image selection 
frame PF8 as shown in Fig. 19. 

[0098] The following printing processes are omitted 



from the print ordering device PN 1 - PN n because it does 
not have the printing function as explained before. 
[0099] A plurality of images based on the image data 
entered are displayed by the given number (e.g. 10) as 

s thumbnail images TNA1 to TNA10 on the print image 
selection image PF8. Placed below each thumbnail im- 
age TNA1 to TNA10 are the operation buttons CB1 to 
CB4 by which to select any number of images freely 
from among all the images. Of them the CB1 and CB2 

10 are buttons by which to shift to the next 1 0 images back 
or forward respectively. The button CB3 is for selecting 
all the images and the button CB4 for finishing the se- 
lection of images. 

[01 00] When all the images desired are selected from 
15 among said plurality of thumbnail images TAN1 to 
TNA10 appearing on the monitor 11 A, the CPU 22 pro- 
ceeds to the step SP11 to let the monitor 11 A display a 
print setting image PF9 as shown in Fig. 20. 
[0101] The print setting image PF9 displays the 
20 thumbnail image TNA1 to TNA10, enlarged to a given 
size : one by one within an image frame PF9A in a given 
size. A setting image PF9B for setting the print contents 
(the number of pictures, rotation of pictures, size adjust- 
ments) is displayed adjacent to the image frame PF9A. 
25 [0102] Placed on the setting image PFB are increase/ 
decrease buttons SB1 for setting the number of prints, 
rotation buttons SB2 for rotating an image by an angle 
of 90 [°] left or right, setting buttons SB3 for determining 
if the size of an image should be adjusted to that of the 
30 printing medium, button SB4 for terminating all of these 
operations, format setup button SB5 for setting up the 
format for plural kinds of image files, and switching but- 
ton SB7 for switching over to other frames (not shown) 
to carry out image processing. Furthermore, displayed 
35 above the setting image PF9B is an amount set in the 
form of a charge display image SM1 , according to the 
number of prints. 

[0103] For example, when the button 'To left" of the 
rotation buttons SB2 is depressed, the thumbnail imag- 

40 es TNA1 to TNA1 0 displayed in the image frame PF9A 
is shown in a state where it is rotated 90 [°] to left within 
the image frame PF9A as shown in Fig. 21 . 
[01 04] If the setting button SB5 for setting a format is 
depressed by a user on this printing setup frame PF9, 

45 the CPU 22 converts the image format for the thumbnail 
images TNA1 to TNA10 displayed within the frame 
PF9A to the format for e.g. Joint Photographic Coding 
Experts Group (JPEG), Tagged Image File (TIF), or 
Quick Draw Picture Format (PICT) : etc. 

so [01 05] If the switching button SB7 is depressed by the 
user on the print setup frame PF9, the CPU 22 changes 
the setup frame PF9B over to an image process selec- 
tion frame (not shown) for selecting a process from 
among a plurality of image processes (e.g., color com- 

55 pensation process, gamma compensation process, 
trimming process, and enlarge or reduce process, etc.) 
to be imparted to a thumbnail image TNA1 to TNA10 
shown within the frame PF9A. Then the CPU 22 imparts 
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an image process selected on this image process se- 
lection frame to a thumbnail image TNA1 to TNA10 
shown within the frame PF9A. 

[0106] When it is confirmed that the printing contents 
are set to all the thumbnail images TNA1 to TNA10 by 
the user, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP12 and 
lets the monitor 11 A display the charge set in accord- 
ance with the number of prints of a printing medium 
(postcard, seal) selected by the user as a charge invoic- 
ing frame PF10 as shown in Fig. 22. 
[0107] If the charge control unit 1 6C confirms that an 
amount (bills and/or coins) larger than that set by the 
user is put into the money payment slot, the CPU 22 
proceeds to the step SP1 3 and starts a printing opera- 
tion controlling either the first or second printer 14, 15 
on which a medium selected by the user is mounted. 
[0108] Upon completion of the printing operation by 
either the first or second printer 1 4, 1 5 at the step SP13, 
the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP1 4 to let the monitor 
11 A display the difference between the total amount 
thrown in and set amount, according to the judgment of 
the charge control unit 1 6 as well as a message "Printing 
Complete" within the print complete frame PF11. Then 
the printing medium with images selected by the user 
printed on it is discharged from a print discharge outlet 
(not shown). 

[0109] At the same time the CPU settles accounts by 
discharging the changes from the money discharge out- 
let controlling the charge invoicing unit 1 6, then it returns 
to the stepSPL 

[0110] At the same time the CPU 22 feeds a receipt 
issuing signal S3 to the receipt printer 13 as required by 
the user to have a receipt issued and discharged from 
the money discharge outlet. 

[0111] Meanwhile, in the case that the icon IC3 for 
"Save on recording medium" is selected at the foregoing 
step SP1 , the CPU 22 proceeds from the step SP9 to 
SP1 5 to let the monitor 11 A display a saving image se- 
lection frame (not shown) showing the images by a giv- 
en number (e.g., 10) based on the image data entered 
by the same method as used in Fig. 19. 
[01 1 2] When all the desired images are selected from 
among a plurality of thumbnail images displayed on the 
monitor 11 A, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP16 to 
let the monitor 11 A display a message to the effect "In- 
sert medium (e.g., floppy disk)" (not shown). 
[0113] When a floppy disk is inserted into the media 
unit 12 by a user, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP1 7 
to let the monitor 1 1 A display a saving setup frame PF1 2 
as shown in Fig. 24. 

[0114] The saving setup frame PF12 displays a 
thumbnail image one by one, enlarged to a given size 
as well as a setup frame PF1 2 to set up the contents to 
save, adjacent to the said thumbnail image. Placed on 
the setup frame PF12 are the format setup button SB5 
and save button SB6 to execute saving as in the setup 
image PF9B in the foregoing print setup frame PF9. 
[0115] When the user confirms that the saving con- 



tents are set against all the thumbnail images, the CPU 
22 proceeds to the step SP1 8 to let the monitor 1 1 A dis- 
play the charge set in accordance with the saving con- 
tents confirmed by the user as a charge invoicing frame 

5 (not shown) with almost the same layout as in Fig. 22. 
[0116] When the charge control unit 1 6C judges that 
a larger amount of money than the amount set is thrown 
in, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP1 9 to get record- 
ing operation for the saving contents started, controlling 

10 the corresponding driver inside the media unit 12. 

[0117] When recording operation is finished by the 
corresponding driver within the media unit 12 at the step 
SP1 9, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP20 to display 
the difference between the total amount thrown in and 

is the amount set according to the judgment of the charge 
control unit 16C as well as a message "Recording com- 
plete. Take out floppy disk." as a recording complete 
frame (not shown) with almost the same layout as in Fig. 
23. 

20 [01 1 8] At the same time the CPU 22 settles accounts 
by discharging the changes from the money discharge 
outlet controlling the charge invoicing unit 16 and re- 
turns to the step SP1 after confirming that the floppy disk 
is taken out by the user. 

25 [0119] The CPU 22 issues a receipt by feeding to the 
receipt printer 13 a receipt issuing signal S3 to have a 
receipt issued as required by the user, which is dis- 
charged from the money discharge outlet. 
[01 20] Meanwhile, in the case that the icon IC4 is se- 

30 lected for displaying "Transmit image data" at the fore- 
going step SP1 , the CPU 22 proceeds from the step SP9 
to the step SP21 to let the monitor 1 1 A display a transmit 
image selection frame PF13 as shown in Fig. 25. 
[0121] Displayed by a given number (e.g., 10) on the 

35 transmit image selection frame PF13 are a plurality of 
images based on the image data entered as thumbnail 
images TNB1 to TNB10. Displayed below each thumb- 
nail image TNB1 to TNB1 0 are the CB1 , CB2, and CB4 
of the operation buttons CB1 to CB4 to select any 

40 number of images from among all the images mentioned 
above. 

[01 22] When all the images desired by the use are se- 
lected from among a plurality of thumbnail images TNB1 
to TNB1 0 displayed on the monitor 1 1 A, the CPU 22 pro- 
45 ceeds to the step SP22 to create provisional ordering 
data. 

[0123] First, the CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display 
a first order selection frame PF14A to appoint a host 
print service device PO.,-PO n , with which an order is 

50 placed for printing selected images as shown in Fig. 26. 
[0124] All the prefectures (including to, do, fu) in Ja- 
pan are displayed on the first receiving end selection 
image PF14A, and when the user selects a prefecture 
desired, a second receiving end selection image PF1 4B 

55 appears for selection of a town as shown in Fig. 27, with 
all the towns selected in the prefecture displayed on it. 
[0125] The selection of a desired town by the user 
brings a third receiving end selection image PF14C for 



10 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1 107569A2_I_> 



19 



EP 1 107 569 A2 



20 



selecting a shop's name and address, e.g. a conven- 
ience store where a host print service device PO-, - PO n 
is installed as shown in Fig. 28, with all the shop's name 
and addresses in the town displayed on it, where a host 
print service device P0 1 - PO n is installed. 
[01 26] With the receiving end selection image PF1 4A 
- PF14C operated with the use of the operation buttons 
CB1 , CB2 and CB4 in order as required, the CPU 22 
lets the monitor 11 A display an address (place) where 
a host print service device P0 1 - PO n is installed as a 
receiving end confirmation image PF14D as shown in 
Fig. 29. 

[0127] With a desired receiving end confirmed by the 
user on the receiving end confirmation image PF14D, 
the CPU 22 lets the hard disk drive 26 register the con- 
firmed receiving end with "'election complete" appoint- 
ed, with the use of the selection complete button CB4. 
[01 28] In the case of the present embodiment, a user 
is supposed to determine a receiving end from among 
those displayed (names of prefectures, including to, do, 
and fu). However, the present invention is not limited to 
it, but a plurality of other receiving ends can be appoint- 
ed. Also, if the kana letters (typical Japanese letters) are 
made available for selection and appointment, the con- 
venience in operation can be enhanced in the interest 
of users. 

[01 29] The CPU 22 then lets the monitor 1 1 A display 
a first print reservation frame PF15A as shown in Fig. 
30. The first print reservation frame PF15A comprises 
a number input unit NB3 to enter the digits "0" to "9" and 
a reserved data indication unit SN3 to indicate a desired 
time and date when the prints entered are finished 
through said reserved data indication unit SN3. 
[0130] If the user enters a desired time and date (e. 
g., 15:00, Aug. 15, 1999) when the prints are available 
on the first print reservation frame PF15A through the 
number input unit NB3, the CPU 22 lets the monitor 1 1 A 
display a second print reservation frame PF15B as 
shown in Fig. 31 . 

[0131] The second print reservation frame PF15B 
comprises a reserved time and date indicator SN3 and 
reservation number in accordance with the reservation, 
with a message "reservation received". In this way the 
CPU 22 lets the user confirm the reservation date on the 
second print reservation frame PF15B. 
[0132] Then the CPU 22 lets the monitor 11 A display 
a user information setup frame (not shown) to appoint 
and enter a user's name, address, telephone number, 
password freely set by the user, and method of payment 
for the printing charge (in cash, transfer through a bank, 
or by credit card, etc.). 

[01 33] In this way the user enters necessary items ac- 
cording to the user information setup frame. In the case 
that the user selects a transfer through a bank or credit 
cart as a method of payment, he/she is asked to enter 
his/her account number at a financial institution (e.g., a 
bank or post office). According to it, the CPU 22 assigns 
a membership number composed of eight (8) digits for 



example to the user. 

[0134] Detailed inputs like the foregoing on the part 
of the user are required only at the first occasion of use. 
Once the user data is entered, the CPU 22 transfers it 
5 to the server device 2 to have it memorized in the large- 
capacity memory 43. When the same user uses a similar 
service, the CPU 22 lets the monitor 1 1 A display the us- 
er data input frame PF16 as shown in Fig. 32. 
[01 35] The user data input frame PF1 6 comprises the 
10 number input unit NB3, membership number display 
unit SN4A for displaying a user's particular membership 
number entered through the number input unit NB3, and 
a password display unit SN3B for displaying a password 
composed of four (4) digits entered through the number 
15 input unit NB3 for security purposes. Therefore, the 
CPU 22 distinguishes the user with the number entered 
by the user through the number input unit NB3. 
[0136] A password is set freely by a user on the user 
information setup frame when the user uses the service 
20 for the first time, and is provided to prevent the image 
data retained in the server device 2 from being down- 
loaded from it arbitrarily by other persons. 
[0137] When such provisional ordering data as men- 
tioned in the foregoing is created at the step SP22, the 
25 CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP23 to transmit this pro- 
visional ordering data to the server device 2, and then 
stands by for the reception result to be transmitted by 
the server device 2, obtained on a basis of the provi- 
sional ordering data received. 
30 [0138] When the reception result is transmitted from 
the server 2 as reception result data, the CPU 22 pro- 
ceeds to the step SP24 to receive the reception result 
data. And, the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP25 to 
confirm the contents of the reception result received. If 
35 the contents are acceptable as a provisional order (ac- 
ceptable as an order), the CPU 22 proceeds to the next 
step SP26 to let the monitor 11 A display a charge in- 
voicing frame (not shown) with almost the same layout 
as in Fig. 22 displaying the charge set according to the 
40 ordering contents selected by the user. 

[0139] If the charge control unit 1 6 judges that the to- 
tal amount of monies (bill and/or coins) thrown into the 
money slots is greater than the charge set by a user, the 
CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP27 to retrieve the cor- 
45 responding image data and ordering data retained on 
the hard disk drive 26, which are transmitted as a formal 
order to the server device 2 through the bus 21 and ter- 
minal adapter unit 25 in order. 

[01 40] When the transmission of the formal order data 
50 is completed at the step SP27, the CPU 22 proceeds to 
the step SP28 to let the monitor 11 A display the differ- 
ence between the total amount thrown in and the charge 
set according to the judgement of the charge control unit 
16C and a message to the effect 'Ordering complete' in 
55 almost the same "ordering complete" frame (not shown) 
as in Fig. 23. 

[01 41 ] At this time the CPU 22 settles accounts by dis- 
charging the changes from the money discharge outlet 
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controlling the charging unit 16, and then returns to the 
step SP1. 

[0142] Simultaneously the CPU 22 controls the re- 
ceipt printer 13 with a receipt issuing signal S3 to have 
a receipt with the reception number of the order issued 
as required by the user, which is discharged from the 
money discharge outlet. 

[01 43] If, however, the contents of the reception result 
received at the step SP25 are judged unacceptable as 
a provisional order (due to a large number of other res- 
ervations, for example), the CPU 22 lets the monitor 1 1 A 
display a print reservation change frame PF1 7 as shown 
in Fig. 33. 

[0144] Displayed at the reservation date display area 
SN3 in the print reservation change frame PF1 7 is a time 
and date appointed by the server device 2 nearest to 
the time and date the user desired to reserve. 
[0145] If the change to the time and date on the print 
reservation change frame PF1 7 is accepted by the user, 
the CPU 22 proceeds to the next step SP26 to let the 
monitor 11 A display the charge set according to the or- 
der contents selected by the user in the charge invoicing 
frame (not shown) with almost the same layout as in Fig. 
25. 

[0146] If the charge control unit 16C judges that the 
amount of monies (bills and/or coins) put into the charge 
payment slot is greater than the charge set by the user, 
the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP27 to retrieve the 
corresponding image data and ordering data (with a res- 
ervation date changed) retained in the hard disk drive 
26, which are transmitted as a formal order to the server 
device 2 through the bus 21 and terminal adapter unit 
25 in order. 

[0147] When the transmission of the formal order is 
completed at the step SP27, the CPU 22 proceeds to 
the step SP28 to let the monitor 11 A display the differ- 
ence between the total amount of throw-in monies and 
the set charge as judged by the charge control unit 1 6C, 
along with a message to the effect 'Ordering complete' 
in an ordering complete frame (not shown) with almost 
the same layout as in Fig. 23. 

[0148] At the same time the CPU 22 controls the 
charging unit 16 to settle accounts by discharging the 
changes from the money discharge outlet, and then re- 
turns to the step SP1 . 

[0149] Simultaneously the CPU 22 controls the re- 
ceipt printer 1 3 with the receipt issuing signal S3 to have 
a receipt with the reception number of the order issued 
as required by the user, which is discharged from the 
money discharge outlet. 

[0150] If, however, a time and date in the print reser- 
vation change frame PF1 7 displayed on the monitor 1 1 A 
at the step SP25 is inconvenient to the user, the CPU 
22 returns to the step SP22 to resume setting a reser- 
vation time and date. 

[0151] The CPU 22 repeats a loop of SP22 to SP25 
until a reservation time and date acceptable to the user 
are confirmed at the step SP25. When the change in a 



reservation time and date are approved by the user, the 
CPU 22 proceeds to the next step SP26 to let the mon- 
itor 11 A display the charge set according to the ordering 
contents selected by the user in the charge invoicing 
5 frame (not shown) with almost the same layout as in Fig. 
22. 

[0152] If the charge control unit 1 6 judges that the to- 
tal amount of monies (bill and/or coins) put into the mon- 
ey slots is greater than the charge set by the user, the 

10 CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP27 to retrieve the cor- 
responding image data and ordering data (with reserva- 
tion time and date changed) retained on the hard disk 
drive 26, which are transmitted as a formal order to the 
server device 2 through the bus 21 and terminal adapter 

*5 unit 25 in order. 

[0153] When the transmission of the formal order data 
is completed at the step SP27, the CPU 22 proceeds to 
the step SP28 to let the monitor 1 1 A display the differ- 
ence between the total amount put in and the charge 

20 set according to the judgement of the charge control unit 
16C, along with a message to the effect "Ordering com- 
plete" in almost the same "ordering complete" frame (not 
shown) as in Fig. 23. 

[01 54] At this time the CPU 22 settles accounts by dis- 
25 charging the changes from the money discharge outlet 
controlling the charging unit 1 6, and then returns to the 
step SP1 . 

[0155] Simultaneously the CPU 22 controls the re- 
ceipt printer 13 with a receipt issuing signal S3 to have 
30 a receipt with the reception number of the order issued 
as required by the user, which is discharged from the 
money discharge outlet. 

[0156] By repeating a loop SP1 to SP14, SP1 to SP9 
- SP1 5 to SP20, or SP1 to SP9 - SP21 to SP28 in order, 

35 the CPU 22 can carry out printing on the postcard or 
seal on the spot images selected by the user from 
among a plurality of images based on the image data 
entered, saving the image data of the corresponding im- 
ages, or ordering prints based on the corresponding im- 

40 age data with an output place appointed. 

[0157] The user is supposed to notify, say, a relative 
living far away of the reception number of the receipt 
obtained and password set by himself/herself by the tel- 
ephone for example. Then the relative visits a nearby 

45 shop having a print service supply device PM., - PM n or 
print ordering device PN 1 - PN n to have images printed 
based on the image data retained in the server device 
2, to have the image data recorded on a given recording 
medium, or to have prints ordered based on the image 

50 data by carrying out the foregoing input operations ac- 
cording to the reception number and memory number 
notified by the user. 

(4) Various procedures in Server Device 

55 

(4-1) Template Image Transfer Procedure 

[01 58] As to the server device 2, when the download- 
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ing of template images is demanded at the step SP3 in 
a print order/delivery procedure RT1 for a print service 
supply device PM-, - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - 
PN n , the CPU45 of the server device 2 starts executing 
a template image transfer procedure RT2 shown in Fig. 5 
34 at the step SP30 to search for template image data 
D7 demanded, which is, when detected, transferred to 
the print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or print order- 
ing device PN 1 - PN n . 

[0159] It means that if the downloading of template im- 10 
ages is demanded from a print service supply device 
PM n - PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n , the 
CPU45 starts the template image transfer procedure 
RT2 at the step SP30 and searches for the template im- 
age data D7 from among various applications retained 
in the ROM47 at the next step SP31 . 
[0160] When the template image data D7 is retrieved 
from the ROM47, the CPU45 proceeds to the next step 
S P32 to transfer the template image data D7 demanded 
to the print service supply device PM n - PM n or print or- 20 
dering device PN^ - PN n , and then proceeds to the step 
SP33, terminating the template image transfer proce- 
dure RT2. 

(4-2) Image Data Transfer Procedure 25 

[0161] With the server device 2, if the downloading is 
demanded of the server image data D4 stored in the 
large-capacity memory 43 of the server device 2 with 
the corresponding reception number and password 30 
transferred at the step SP8 in the print ordering/delivery 
procedure RT1 for a print service supply device Plv^ - 
PM n or print ordering device PN t - PN n , the CPU45 of 
the server device 2 starts executing an image data 
transfer procedure RT3 shown in Fig. 35 at the step 35 
SP40 to search for the server image data D4 corre- 
sponding to the reception number and password trans- 
ferred, which is, when detected, transferred to the print 
service supply device PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device 
PN, - PN n . 40 
[0162] It means that if the downloading is demanded 
of the server image data D4 stored in the large-capacity 
memory 43 of the server device 2 with the correspond- 
ing reception number and password transferred from a 
print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or print ordering 45 
device PN., - PN n , the CPU45 of the server device 2 
starts executing the image data transfer procedure RT3 
at the step SP40 : and at the next step SP41 searches 
for the server image data D4 corresponding to the re- 
ception number and password transferred from among so 
a plurality of server image data retained in the large- 
capacity memory 43. 

[0163] Upon retrieving the server image data D4 cor- 
responding to the reception number and password sup- 
plied from a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or 55 
print ordering device PN 1 - PN n at the step SP41 , the 
CPU45 proceeds to the next step SP42 to transfer the 
server image data D4 to the print service supply device 



PM r PM n or print ordering device FN, - PN n . Then the 
CPU45 proceeds to the step SP43, terminating this im- 
age data transfer procedure RT3. 

(4-3) Provisional Order Procedure 

[0164] Furthermore, upon receiving a provisional or- 
der data for ordering the printing of images desired by 
a user at the step SP23 in the print ordering/delivery pro- 
cedure RT1 for the print service supply device PM n - 
PM n or print ordering device PN 1 - PN n , the CPU45 of 
the server device 2 starts the provisional order proce- 
dure RT4 shown in Fig. 36 at the step SP50, and con- 
firms based on the provisional order with a host print 
service device P0 1 - PO n with which an order is to be 
placed if the contents of the provisional order are ac- 
ceptable as a formal order. 

[01 65] upon receiving provisional order data for order- 
ing the printing of images desired by a user from a print 
service supply device PM 1 - PM n or print ordering device 
PN 1 - PN n , the CPU45 starts executing a provisional or- 
der procedure RT4 at the step SP50, and then proceeds 
to the step SP51 to receive this provisional order. 
[0166] Upon confirming at the step SP52 a host print 
service device P0 1 - PO n with which an order is to be 
placed in accordance with the provisional order data re- 
ceived, the CPU45 proceeds to the step SP53 to access 
the host print service device P0 1 - PO n to place an order 
with it for the printing of images based on the provisional 
order, and confirms each other if the printing of images 
with the contents (number of prints, desired time and 
date when the finished prints are available) of the order 
is acceptable. 

[01 67] Then the CPU45 receives the result of the fore- 
going as reception confirmation data at the step SP54, 
the order acceptance result based on which is transmit- 
ted to the print service supply device PM-, - PM n or print 
ordering device PN A - PN n , origin of the order as order 
acceptance result data. The CPU45 then proceeds to 
the next step SP56, terminating this provisional order 
procedure RT4. 

(4-4) Print Order Procedure 

[01 68] When the server device 2 receives a firm order 
transmitted from a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n 
or print ordering device PN n - PN n at the step SP27 in 
the print order/delivery procedure RT1 , the CPU45 of 
the server device 2 starts executing a print order proce- 
dure RT5 shown in Fig. 37 at the step 60, and places an 
order with the host print service device P0 1 - PO n which 
issued the provisional order for the printing of images 
based on this formal order. 

[0169] It means that when the formal order is trans- 
mitted from a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n or 
print ordering device PN 1 - PN n , the CPU45 starts exe- 
cuting the print order procedure RT5 at the step SP60 
and proceeds to the next step SP61 to receive the formal 
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order. 

[0170] The CPU45 proceeds to the step SP62 to 
make access to the host print service device P0 1 - PO n 
or order receiving end according to the formal order data 
received, with which an order is placed for the printing 
of the images based on this formal order. 
[0171] The CPU45 then transmits the image data for 
printing images at the step SP63 to the host print service 
device P0 1 - PO n to which it is making access, and pro- 
ceeds to the next step SP64, terminating the print order 
procedure RT5. 

[0172] In the server device 2, when the printing of im- 
ages based on the order is completed at the host print 
service device PO n - PO n receiving the order, the 
CPU45 receives a 'printing complete* report from the 
host print service device PO t - PO n and recognizes that 
the printing of the images ordered is completed. 

(5) Print Procedure in Host Print Service Device 

(5-1) Provisional Order Procedure 

[0173] When the server device 2 makes access to a 
host print service device P0 1 - PO n at the step SP53 in 
the provisional order procedure RT4, the CPU 22 of the 
host print service device PO r PO n starts executing a 
provisional order procedure RT6 at the step SP70 and 
confirms whether or not a provisional order from the 
server device 2 can be accepted, the result of which is 
transmitted to the server device 2. 
[0174] It means that when the host print service de- 
vice PO, - PO n is made access to by the server device 
2, the CPU 22 starts executing the provisional order pro- 
cedure RT6 at the step SP70 and then proceeds to the 
next step SP71 to receive temporarily a provisional or- 
der for printing images demanded from the server de- 
vice 2. 

[0175] The CPU 22 then proceeds to the step SP72 
to confirm the contents (number of prints, time and date 
when prints are completed, etc.) of the provisional order 
and, after confirming as well if this printing order can be 
accepted the CPU 22 proceeds to the step SP73. 
[0176] The CPU 22 transfers the result of the confir- 
mation to the server device 2 as reception confirmation 
data and proceeds to the step SP74, terminating the 
provisional order procedure RT6. 

(5-2) Image Print Procedure 

[0177] When the server device 2 makes access to a 
host print service device P0 1 - PO n at the step SP62 in 
the print order procedure RT5, the CPU 22 of the host 
print service device PO.,-PO n starts executing an image 
print procedure RT7 sown in Fig. 39 at the step SP80 to 
print images ordered from the server device 2. 
[0178] It means that when the host print service de- 
vice POj - PO n is made access to by the server device 
2 at the step SP62 in the print order procedure RT5 for 



the server device 2, the CPU 22 starts executing this 
image print procedure RT7 at the step SP80 and then 
proceeds to the next step SP81 to receive an order for 
printing images ordered from the server device 2. 

5 [0179] Then the CPU 22 proceeds to the next step 
SP82 to receive the image data of an image printing or- 
der transmitted form the server device 2. The CPU 22 
carries out printing images at the step SP83 based on 
the image data in accordance with the contents of the 

10 order received. When the printing is completed, the CPU 
22 proceeds to the next step SP84. 
[0180] The CPU 22 notifies the server device 2 of the 
completion of the printing at the step SP84, and then 
proceeds to the next step SP85, terminating the image 

is print procedure RT7. 

(6) Operation and effects of This Embodiment 

[0181] With the printing system 1 structured as de- 
20 scribed heretofore, a user is supposed to visit a nearby 
site where one of a plurality of print service supply de- 
vices PM 1 to PM n or print ordering devices PN 1 to PN n 
is installed in order to place an order for the printing of 
images based on the image data in the recording medi- 
25 urn or digital still camera the user has brought in by se- 
lecting given images on the GUI frame and carrying out 
simple input operations. 

[0182] In case of ordering a large volume of prints us- 
ers are supposed to create given ordering data, which 

30 should be once transmitted to the server device 2, along 
with the corresponding image data. 
[0183] Confirmation is made by the server device 2 
on whether this order request can be acceptable to a 
host print service device PO-, - PO n appointed by the 

35 user based on the ordering data and image data trans- 
mitted, and an order is given to the host print service 
device P0 1 - PO n , which carries out the printing of im- 
ages according to the order data. 
[0184] And, the user is supposed to visit the site of 

40 the host print service device P0 1 - PO n on an appointed 
date to pick up those printed images. 
[0185] Thus, with the printing system 1 it is possible 
for users to pick up the printed images according to their 
operations at that place or at another place appointed 

45 on an appointed date, thereby obviating the need for a 
user to visit a shop to place an order and pick it up. 
[0186] In the case of sending printed images to a per- 
son living in a remote place, he/she can collect them at 
a designated print service supply device PM^ - PM n by 

50 carrying out the specific operations as in the foregoing, 
thereby facilitating transmission and reception of printed 
images to and from a person in a remote place. Accord- 
ingly, it obviates the need for sending the recording me- 
dia, etc, with recording data recording on them by mail 

55 or other transportation means. 

[0187] In such environments as a user's home or of- 
fice provided with a personal computer, the user can re- 
trieve image data in the server device 2 via the Internet 
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by using said computer as a client computer PC n - PC n 
by which the user can order prints based on the image 
data from the server device 2. Furthermore, in the case 
that a client computer PC 1 - PC n has a printer, the im- 
ages can be printed on the spot, thus reducing the use's 
burden in ordering and collecting the prints greatly. 
[0188] Furthermore, in the printing system 1 the serv- 
er device 2 stores a plurality of template image data in 
it, so that it is possible to download such template image 
data from the server device 2 with the use of a print serv- 
ice supply device PM 1 - PM n , print ordering device PN 1 
- PN n , host print service device P0 1 - PO n , or client com- 
puter PC, - PC n . 

[0189] With the printing system 1 , therefore, it is pos- 
sible to have print images requested by a user com- 
posed with template images desired by the user based 
on a variety of template image data downloaded from 
the server device 2, thereby eliminating the need for the 
user to purchase application software for image compo- 
sition. 

[01 90] Due to the foregoing arrangements, users can 
collect printed images at an appoint site on the spot, on 
an appointed date by achieving ordering and collecting 
by operating their terminal units connected to the net- 
work. Consequently users are no longer required to visit 
shops for ordering and collecting prints, enabling them 
easily to send/receive prints of images to/from persons 
living in remote places, in this way the printing system 
1 can be realized that significantly enhances the simul- 
taneity and convenience in ordering and collecting 
prints. 

(7) Other Embodiments 

[0191] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein the server device 2 is applied as a server means 
to be connected to a network. However, the present in- 
vention is not limited to it, but can be applicable widely 
to a variety of other server means as long as they are 
capable of recording and storing image data to be sup- 
plied through a network. 

[0192] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein a print service supply device PM n - PM n and 
host print service device P0 1 - PO n are applied as print- 
ing means to be installed in plural numbers connected 
to the network. However, the present invention is not lim- 
ited to it, but can be applicable widely to a variety of other 
printing means as long as they are printing means ca- 
pable of retrieving appointed image data from the server 
device 2 through a network responding to external op- 
erations and of printing images based on the retrieved 
image data. 

[0193] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein a print ordering device FN, - PN n is applied as 
a means for transferring images, connected to a net- 



work. However, the present invention is not limited to it, 
but can be applicable widely to a variety of other image 
transferring means as long as they are image transfer- 
ring means capable of transferring image data to the 

5 server device 2 through a network. 

[0194] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein image data D2 recorded on various recording 
media such as a memory stick, compact flash, smart 

10 media, floppy disk, compact disk, or PC card, etc., and 
image data D3 captured from a digital still camera 
through the video capturing board 19A, scanner 19B, 
and digital interface circuit 1 9C are used as image data 
to be retrieved from the recording media. However, the 

is present invention is not limited to it : but can be applica- 
ble widely to a variety of other image data as long as 
they are image data captured electronically from the re- 
cording media. 

[0195] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
20 present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein template image data D7 is applied as image 
composition data. However, the present invention is not 
limited to it, but can be applicable widely to a variety of 
other image composition data as long as they are image 
25 composition data to be composed with images desired 
by users. 

[0196] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein the charging unit 16 consisting of the bill dis- 

30 criminating unit 16A, coin discriminating unit 16B, and 
charge control unit 16C are applied as a charge 
processing unit. However, the present invention is not 
limited to it, but can be applicable widely to a variety of 
other types of charge processing units as long as they 

35 can calculate charges based on the processing contents 
selected by users and carry out given charging process- 
es according to the calculation results. 
[0197] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 

40 wherein the media unit 12 of a print service supply de- 
vice PM 1 - PM n and print ordering device PN n - PN n is 
applied as retrieving means. However, the present in- 
vention is not limited to it, but can be applicable widely 
to a variety of other retrieving means as long as they 

45 can retrieve image data recorded on the recording me- 
dia. 

[0198] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein the terminal adapter device 25 of the personal 

50 computer 1 0 of a print service supply device PM 1 - PM n 
and print ordering device PN., - PN n is applied as a trans- 
mitting unit for transmitting image data retrieved from 
the recording media to the server device 2 through the 
terminal adapter device 25 under the control of the CPU 

55 22 of the personal computer 10. However, the present 
invention is not limited to it, but can be applicable widely 
to a variety of other transmitting units as long as they 
can transmit image data retrieved from the recording 
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media by the retrieving means to the server device 2 
through a network. 

[0199] In the foregoing mode of carrying out the 
present invention, elucidation is given on the case 
wherein a reception number is entered with 18 digits. 
However, reception formation may also be composed of 
hiragana, katakana (both typical Japanese letters), al- 
phabet, Greek letters, and mix of them as well as other 
arrays of digits than 18 digits as long as image data 
transmitted can be confirmed at both the transmitting 
and receiving ends. 

[0200] Furthermore, in the foregoing mode of carrying 
out the present invention, elucidation is given on the 
case wherein a memory number of four (4) digits is en- 
tered as a password. However, the present invention is 
not limited to it, but the memory number may also be 
composed of e.g. hiragana, katakana (both typical Jap- 
anese letters), alphabet, Greek letters, marks and mix 
of them as well as other arrays of digits than 4 digits as 
long as it serves security purposes by preventing image 
data transferred from being retrieved freely by the third 
parties other than the parties concerned. 
[0201] Furthermore, in the foregoing mode of carrying 
out the present invention, elucidation is given on the 
case wherein a PC card or floppy disk is used as record- 
ing means for recording desired images at the step SP5 
or SP1 6 of the print order/delivery procedure RT1 illus- 
trated in Fig. 11 . However, the present invention is not 
limited to it, but a wide variety of other recording media 
such as a memory stick, compact flash, smart media, 
and compact disk, etc. may be used as long as they can 
capture images electronically by a digital still camera, 
etc. 

[0202] Furthermore, in the foregoing mode of carrying 
out the present invention, elucidation is given on the 
case wherein a display unit for a personal computer ob- 
tained on the market is utilized as is for the display unit 
1 1 equipped with a monitor 1 1 A for a print service supply 
device PM 1 - PM n . However, the present invention is not 
iimited to it, but a variety of other display units may be 
used as long as they can display images based on the 
image data retrieved from the recording media. 
[0203] As described heretofore, according to the 
present invention, a printing system comprises server 
means connected to a network for retaining image data 
supplied through said network, printing means installed 
in plurality, for retrieving appointed image data by exter- 
nal operations through the network and for printing im- 
ages based on the image data thus retrieved, and image 
data transferring means connected to the network for 
transferring image data to the server means through the 
network, so that desired images can be printed easily, 
obviating the need for users to visit print shops, etc. to 
place orders for prints as well as reducing users' burden. 
Thus, a printing system can be realized that significantly 
enhances the simultaneity and convenience in ordering 
and collecting prints. 

[0204] Also, according to the present invention, a 



printing method comprises a plurality of printing means, 
server means for retaining image data supplied, and 
transferring means for transferring the image data, all 
connected one another through a network. The image 

5 data is transferred through the network to the server 
means and once retained there. Part of the image data 
appointed by the server is retrieved from the server 
means by means of exterior operations to have images 
printed based the retrieved image data, so that desired 

io images can be printed easily, thereby obviating the need 
for users to visit print shops, etc. to place orders for 
prints as well as reducing users' burden. Thus, a printing 
method can be realized that significantly enhances the 
simultaneity and convenience in ordering and collecting 

is prints. 

[0205] While there has been described in connection 
with the preferred embodiments of the invention, it will 
be obvious to those skilled in the art that various chang- 
es and modifications may be aimed, therefore, to cover 
20 in the appended claims all such changes and modifica- 
tions as fall within the true spirit and scope of the inven- 
tion. 



25 Claims 

1. A printing system comprising: 

server means connected to a network, for re- 
30 taining image data supplied through the above 

network; 

printing means connected to said network and 
installed in a plurality, for printing images based 
on said image data appointed by means of ex- 

35 ternal operations and retrieved from said server 

means through said network; and 
image data transferring means connected to 
said network, for transferring said image data 
to said server means through said network; 

40 said printing system is characterized by; 

the capability of printing images based on the 
image data retained in said server means with 
the use of desired printing means of said print- 
ing means. 

45 

2. The printing system according to claim 1 character- 
ized by; 

each of said printing means, comprising; 
so retrieving means for retrieving said image data 

recorded on the recording medium, and 
transmitting means for transmitting said read 
image data to said server means through said 
network. 

55 

3. The printing system according to claim 1 , wherein; 

said image data transferring means, compris- 
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ing, 

a retrieving unit for retrieving said image data 
recorded on the recording means. 

4. The printing system according to claim 1 , wherein; 

said server means retains composite image 
data as well as said image data to compose images 
based on said image data. 

5. The printing system according to claim 4, wherein; 

each of said printing means retrieves said 
composite image data from said server means as 
required. 

6. The printing system according to claim 1 , wherein; 

said external operations in each of said print- 
ing means are based on ordering data created in 
dependence upon desired contents to be printed. 

7. The printing system according to claim 6, wherein; 

said server means controls client data based 
on said ordering data given from each of said print- 
ing means. 

8. The printing system according to claim 6, compris- 
ing; 

charge processing mean for calculating a 
charge based on said ordering data and performing 
a given charging process in dependence upon the 
calculated result. 

9. The printing system according to claim 1 , wherein; 

each of said printing means comprises re- 
cording means for recording said image data on a 
given recording medium. 

10. The printing system according to claim 9, compris- 
ing; 

charge processing means for calculating a 
charge based on said recording contents and per- 
forming a given charge process based on the cal- 
culated result. 

11. The printing system according to claim 1 , wherein; 

said server means retains said recording data 
as well as a given password designated. 

12. A printing method comprising: 



through said network in dependence upon ex- 
ternal operations, and printing images based 
on said retrieved image data. 

5 13. The printing method according to claim 12 charac- 
terized by; 

said second step of retrieving said image data 
recorded on the recording medium with the use of 
each of said printing means, and transmitting the 
io retrieved image data to said server means through 
said network. 

14. The printing method according to claim 12 charac- 
terized by; 

15 said second step of retrieving said image data 

recorded on the recording medium with the use of 
said image data transferring means, and transmit- 
ting the retrieved image data to said server means 
through said network. 

20 

15. The printing method according to claim 12 charac- 
terized by; 

said third step of retrieving composite image 
data retained in the above server means as well as 
25 said image data from said server means, as re- 
quired, to compose images based on said image 
data. 

16. The printing method according to claim 12, wherein; 
30 in said third step, said external operations are 

based ordering data created in dependence upon 
desired printing contents. 

17. The printing method according to claim 16 : includ- 
es ing; 

a fourth step of managing client data based 
on said ordering data. 

18. The printing method according to claim 16 : includ- 
40 ing; 

a fifth step of calculating a charge based on 
said ordering data, and performing a given charging 
process based on the calculated result. 

45 19. The printing method according to claim 12 charac- 
terized by; 

said third step of recording said image data 
on a given recording medium. 

20. The printing method according to claim 19 : includ- 
ing; 

a fourth step of calculating a charge based on 
said recording contents, and performing a given 
charging process based on the calculated result. 

21. The printing method according to claim 12 charac- 
terized by; 

said second step of retaining said image data 



a first step of connecting via a network a plural- 50 
ity of printing means, server means for retaining 
image data supplied, and image data transfer- 
ring means for transferring said image data; 
a second step of transferring said image data 
to be retained in said server means through 55 
said network; and 

a third step of retrieving appointed portion of 
said image data from said server means 
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in said server means, along with a given password 
designated. 
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